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July 2010

Dear Parents and Criminal Justice Students:
Welcome to G.A.V.C. (Grundy Area Vocational Center) and the Criminal Justice Program.

Students in the Criminal Justice Program will have the opportunity to learn the origins of our criminal justice system and how it works. Your son or daughter will be introduced to the many components of the criminal justice system and how each component plays an integral and vital role. Students will be introduced to a variety of agencies involved within our Criminal Justice System.

Professionals with a wide variety of experience in the criminal justice field will present as guest speakers. Field trips to various criminal justice agencies will be utilized in the program as well. Students generally find field trips and interesting part of the program.  Due to the very nature of the field, students may sometimes hear explicit language and see graphic videos or photos as we explain the functions of dealing with the problems in society.

Students will need to purchase a three ring binder for a journal to be kept in class. They will also be expected to save all paperwork that is returned to them from assignments for a notebook grade. Students need to be prepared everyday for class and this is graded in the professional development grade.

Students enrolled in Criminal Justice II (second year) will have the opportunity to participate in a Job Shadow Program. This is an excellent opportunity to have the students observe how agencies perform their duties.

In order to job shadow, the student must meet certain criteria. They must have a “B” average in the program, good attendance, and no disciplinary issues, including arrests or several police contacts, a mature attitude, a valid driver’s license and car insurance as they drive to the sites, good moral and ethical values. The instructor and the agency have the final discretion in placing the students, and the instructor will follow the recommendations by the agency whether the student is accepted in the program.

Students will also have the opportunity to participate in SKILLS USA which is a nationwide organization for the promotion and advancement of career and technical education. There is a state and national competition that has students compete in crime scene investigation and individual police related service calls.
I look forward to working with you in the upcoming school year. If you have any questions, feel free to contact me at the Center. Please read and return the enclosed letter with memorandum of understanding concerning course material in the program. Thank you!

Sincerely,

Craig Williamson
Craig Williamson

Criminal Justice Instructor (815)942-4390 ext 254 cwilliamson@gavc-il.org 
