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July 2010
Dear Parents & Students:

Welcome to the Fire Science program at the Grundy Area Vocational Center.  
The purpose of the Center, and the goal of the Fire Science program, is to prepare students for the workplace.  It is our intent to introduce students to the career opportunities that exist in the fire service and to provide them with a solid foundation of the general knowledge and basic skills required.  

The fire service offers several fascinating, challenging, and rewarding career paths.  Fire Fighters respond to a variety of emergency situations including fires, vehicle accidents, industrial accidents, hazardous material spills, natural disasters, and medical emergencies.  Fire Inspectors monitor commercial/industrial properties to ensure compliance with current fire codes.  Fire Investigators examine fire scenes to determine the origin and cause of fires and gather evidence to assist in the prosecution of arsonists.  Fire and Life Safety Educators provide information to the public through a variety of different media including personal appearances and public service announcements.  Fire Protection Engineers work closely with building contractors to design and construct safer buildings through fixed fire protection systems.  As you can see, this field is not limited to fighting fires.  Students have several career choices depending upon their areas of interest and ability.    

We are fortunate to have the support of the local fire service for this program.  Classes will be held in the training room at the headquarters station of the Morris Fire Protection District.  Students will have the distinct advantage of direct observation of an operational fire/rescue department on a daily basis.  

The fire service is paramilitary in nature.  Students will learn to work effectively in this type of environment.  This will require a certain amount of self-discipline.  Daily attendance, proper attitude, proper attire, observance of rules, cooperation and teamwork, respect for authority, and mature behavior are all expectations of students in this program.  We will work together to develop the personal traits, attitudes, and behaviors, along with the knowledge and skill, that will ensure successful transition to certification and/or higher education programs upon graduation, and ultimately to employment in an interesting and rewarding career.    

There is a $20.00 course fee payable the first week of class.  Students must wear black shoes.  It is suggested to wear an athletic shoe for comfort. We look forward to working with you during the upcoming school year.  We trust that this will be an enjoyable and beneficial experience for all of our students.  If you have any questions concerning the course, please feel free to call or visit the Center.

Respectfully,

 Robert Brown
Robert J. Brown,

Fire Science Instructor
